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During the earlier part of the inspector's incumbency Rear
Admiral Jas. A, Greerwas the chairman of the Lighthouse Board.
No one who served under his authority in that position, or on
board ship under his command,, could fail to be impressed by
his sterling business qualifications and integrity, and his splen-
did equipment of common sense and excellence as a typical
sailor-gentleman.

Lieutenant Colonel D. P. Heap was the engineer associate for
over two years at the general depot. His industrious originality
found full employment in devising many useful appliances for
economies in the contrivance of electric lighting, boilers, lenses,
and constructions of the Lighthouse Board. This association was
most agreeable personally, and it was productive of the most
beneficial results in carrying forward the board's designs and
work at that important station.

During the latter months of the tour of duty there Colonel
Peter Hains relieved Lieutenant Colonel Heap. His reputation
as a great engineer whose name and fame are so inseparably
connected with the works on the water-front of the capital was
fully sustained at the general depot.

There is no duty of naval officers more agreeable, or where
more opportunity is afforded to acquire, develop and adjust
themselves to the methods of business, and to business men, than
with the Lighthouse Board. At the threshold of this duty the
officer assigned realizes, almost for the first time in his career,
that the board relies upon his judgment and clothes him with
financial responsibility of no ordinary kind, and then trusts him
implicitly with the expenditure of large amounts of money to
maintain in his district the high efficiency of its service. It
is not difficult for a class of men brought up in boyhood in
the two great military schools at Annapolis and West Point,
where the first lessons impressed are those of honor and honesty
in every purpose and in everything, and where the last is that
of duty to sacrifice if need be even life itself to maintain the
right against the wrong, to adjust themselves readily to this
new trust in them.

As disbursing officers, they are not under bonds, because
the honored commission they hold from the President of the
United States represents a standard of integrity outweighing will always be
